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Farmers’ Training and Quality Seed Distribution Programme Organized at ICAR-IARI, Karnal

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), Regional Station, Karnal organized a
Farmers’ Training Programme and distribution of agricultural inputs under the Scheduled Caste
Sub-Plan (SCSP) component of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (PM-RKVY).
On this occasion, about 500 farmers were provided certified seed of PB Pusa Basmati-1509 (12
kg per farmer). This variety is well known for its short duration (115-120 days), superior grain
quality, high market value and strong export demand. In addition, farmers were also provided 50
kg vermicompost, lemon saplings, kitchen garden kits and agricultural tools (umbrella and
sickle).

The Chief Guest, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director and Vice-Chancellor, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi,
emphasized that agricultural research must focus on enhancing farmers’ income and promoting
sustainable farming systems. He highlighted ongoing research on bacterial diseases in rice,
development of improved and climate-resilient varieties and adoption of cost-effective
technologies. He also advised farmers to use fertilizers and pesticides judiciously and adopt
modern scientific practices. He noted that IARI technologies have made significant contributions
to national food security and agricultural exports.

Setting the context for the programme, Dr. Shiv Kumar Yadav, Head, ICAR-IARI, RS Karnal,
underscored the institute’s rich legacy, its transformative role in the Green Revolution and its
sustained contributions to augmenting farmers’ income.

The Guest of Honour, Sh. Pardeep, SDM Karnal, stated that the Karnal region is endowed with
favourable agro-climatic conditions and strong institutional support for farmers. He urged
farmers to actively avail benefits of government schemes and adopt scientific recommendations.
The Special Guest, Sh. Vijay Setia, Former President, All India Rice Exporters Association,
advised farmers to embrace innovation, conduct small-scale experiments and focus on quality
production. He emphasized that superior quality produce ensures competitiveness in the global
market.

Among other dignitaries, Dr. S. Gopala Krishnan, Head, Division of Genetics, ICAR-1ARI,
highlighted advancements in developing pest- and climate-resilient rice varieties. Dr. Sandeep
Kumar Lal, Principal Scientist and Nodal Officer (SCSP), elaborated on outreach initiatives
aimed at inclusive farmer development. Dr. Wazir Singh, Deputy Director Agriculture, Karnal,
briefed farmers about various welfare schemes of the State and Central Governments. The
programme was compered by Dr. Sangita Yadav, Principal Scientist, who emphasized the
importance of quality seed in enhancing farm profitability. During the training sessions, Dr.
Seema Sheoran spoke on paddy management, Dr. S.C. Rana on vegetable production for
nutritional security, Dr. Sandeep Kumar on agronomic practices, Dr. Rakesh Seth on quality seed
production and Dr. Ashwani Kumar on safe storage practices. The programme also included
felicitation of staff and formal inauguration of seed distribution.

The Chief Guest Dr Rao later visited the field of progressive farmers at Taraori to review seed
production activities and appreciated the dedicated efforts of the ICAR-IARI, Regional Station,
Karnal team.






