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Press Note

World Soil Day 2023 was celebrated with full fervour and enthusiasm in the Division of Soil Science
and Agricultural Chemistry (SSAC), ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi on 5™
December 2023 in association with the Delhi Chapter of Indian Society of Soil Science. This year theme
of the World Soil Day was given as Soil and Water, a Source of Life by FAO. Based on the theme
different programs were organized in the Division for the school students of Delhi. The program started
with the presentation by Dr TJ Purakayastha, Professor who highlighted the importance of soil and its
role in the growth and development of the society. He also gave insight to the students regarding the
maintenance of natural resources especially soil and water for the sustainability of agriculture as well
as life on earth. Based on the theme, screening of the video was also done for students to make them
understand the significance of soil and water and ways to save these resources. It was followed by their
visit to Soil Museum in the SSAC Division to show them the origin and development of soil. To
acquaint the students about the importance of natural resources and to assess their knowledge, a quiz
competition on the World Soil Day theme was organized for the students. After the successful
organization of the events, valedictory function was organized in the Division of Soil Science and
Agricultural Chemistry which was graced by Dr. Viswanathan Chinnusamy, Joint Director (Research),
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi as the chief guest. Dr Debashis Mandal, Head, SSAC Division welcomed the
Chief Guest and briefed about the different activities carried out in the Division to commemorate the
World Soil Day 2023 with an aim to raise awareness about the importance and relationship between
soil and water in achieving sustainable and resilient agrifood systems. Then the prizes were distributed
to the winners of different competitions by the chief guest being organized in the Division to celebrate
World Soil Day. It was followed by the address of the chief guest who stressed on the sustainable
management and utilization of diminishing natural resources in the face of climate change and human
activity. He invocated the youth to come forward to devise and utilize innovative techniques to manage
the natural resources in view of the climate change for self-reliance and sustainable agricultural
production and productivity to meet the food demand of increasing population worldwide.







