IARI Organizes 34" National Extension Program (NEP) Kharif Review Workshop

The Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) successfully conducted the Kharif Review
Workshop for Transfer of Technology (ToT) Activities on May 16, 2025. Held in a virtual
format, the workshop was chaired by Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, IARI, and brought
together a diverse range of stakeholders including ICAR Institutes, Agricultural Universities
(AUs), the Central Agricultural University (CAU) of Jhansi, and 16 Voluntary Organizations
(VOs). This collaborative initiative, a flagship partnership programme of IARI, aims to bridge
the gap between cutting-edge agricultural research and grassroots implementation. Notably, three
new voluntary organizations were inducted this year, each representing a distinct agro-climatic
zone and socio-economic context, further strengthening the programme’s reach and inclusivity.

In his address to the workshop delegates, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao underscored the strategic
significance of such collaborations in driving agricultural innovation. He highlighted the critical
role of technology dissemination in empowering India’s farming communities and achieving
sustainable agricultural growth. “This unique model of partnership involving research
institutions, agricultural universities, and voluntary organizations is key to reaching the last-mile
farmer with the right technology at the right time,” he emphasized. Dr. Rao appreciated the
active participation and contributions of all partners, noting that 28 detailed presentations were
made by ICAR Institutes, SAUs, and VO partners, covering outcomes of previous activities and
plans for the upcoming season. He urged all stakeholders to maintain the momentum and ensure
effective and timely transfer of IARI's latest varieties and technologies. He also stressed on the
need for robust feedback mechanisms and participatory approaches to tailor technologies to local
needs. “The future of Indian agriculture lies in collaborative innovation and field-level
partnerships. IARI remains committed to leading this movement with scientific excellence and
grassroots engagement,” Dr. Rao remarked.

Earlier in the day, Dr. A.K. Singh, In-Charge, CATAT, IARI, welcomed the participants, and Dr.
R.N. Padaria, Joint Director (Extension), IARI, provided an overview of the programme and its
strategic vision. A dedicated interaction session allowed participants to share insights and field
experiences, which were later summarized and reviewed by Dr. Padaria, setting the direction for
future activities. The workshop concluded with a renewed commitment to efficiency, inclusivity,
and innovation in technology transfer, reinforcing IARI’s leadership in agricultural development
and outreach.
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