Press Note on 25" Annual Convention and National Conference

Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, IARI in association with The Clay
Mineral Society of India, New Delhi, jointly organized 25"™ Annual Convention and National
Conference on "Application of Clay and Allied Sciences for Enhancing Nutrient Use
Efficiency, Carbon Sequestration and Mitigating Climate Change" from 18 to 19 December
2025 in the premises of Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, ICAR- IARI,
New Delhi. The event was inaugurated by Chief Guest Dr MS Khera, Former Head, Division
of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, IARI and Dr Ch Srinivas Rao, Director ICAR-
IARI, the Guest of Honour, in the presence of distinguished guests and members of the society.
The inaugural session featured the 9th Professor S.K. Mukherjee-CMSI Foundation Lecture,
delivered by Dr. K.M. Manjaiah, Former Principal Scientist, ICAR-IARI, on “From Soil to
Sustainability: Multifunctional Clay Minerals in Action.” The session was chaired by Dr. A.K.
Nayak, DDG (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi. This was followed by a keynote lecture by Dr.
Balwant Singh, Professor of Soil Science, The University of Sydney, on “Clay Minerals
Modulate Carbon in Soils: A New Paradigm for their Environmental Application,” chaired by
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-IARI. The conference covered was divided into 4
technical sessions, which highlighted the role of clays and clay minerals in agriculture, carbon
sequestration, climate change, nutrient delivery, enhancing nutrient use efficiency,
environmental quality, and ecosystem services. A special session was also organised on the
application of clay and nanoscience in industry and other niche areas, keeping in view the
emerging role of nanotechnology in the fields of agriculture and allied industries. Distinguished
lead lectures were delivered by senior scientists and experts including Dr. Anil Kumar K.S.,
Dr. S.C. Datta, Dr. Manoj Shrivastava, and Dr. D.R. Biswas, emphasizing climate-smart
fertilizers, nanoclay—polymer composites, and sustainable soil health management in different
sessions. Several oral and lightning presentations by researchers and students showcased recent
advances in clay mineral research and applications. The event was attended by more than 100
eminent scientists, academicians, industry experts, and young researchers.

on aud National Conference

hancing Nutrient Use
ng Climate Change




fomT o A% feool YT For fAeRer TATsdT 3% 3331 & Fgaer & 18 ¥ 19 fe@sw 2025
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diveh e fATROT, W ded 3UGNRT GaTal # gefe, gieroiy quradr 3R ariRfeufaehr o
Qar3il & Fol 3R Fol TS I ABT T GehRM STell IAT| I AR Feewr NI & &
# el e H saRelr fffwr # A F @ g, eI IR Iy e et A
Fol 3R e AT & 3regorer X Uk TR FF 1 el o fohar | fafdew @& A
sl. 3ifeer AR &H.ww., sf. TEEL &, s Al Aaread R ST SR, e a@fgd
aiRss et 3R fAATAT A STelarg-3icishel 3AI, Aailcrel-TlToleR Halfole 3R Feld Fer
T U R SR & gU faRlise earear feul atediat 3k ot gan & a8+
e R dfered yedfodl & o Tiest sqeere AR 3EgEeT 7 g3 erferar wifa
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