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Modern India as a Nation has come a long way from a state of ‘begging bowl’ to a 
‘surplus economy’ aided by green-, white-, blue- and yellow- revolutions. Though, we 
moved forward on the path of progress, much faster in industrial and digital information 
communication sectors, the agriculture growth in terms of its contribution to GDP is 
diminishing, and there is no room for complacency. In food, feed and fodder – though 
we attained self-sufficiency, quantitatively, the qualitative aspects are to be reflected 
appropriately. In this context, the millions of malnourished women and children of 
country, remind us to set our goals and priorities once again. The global pandemic corona 
has made the situation more complicated. The silver lining of the cloud is some innovative 
concepts, such as formation of a Vegetable Farmers Forum, from IARI RS Pune. Though 
with recent amendment to the Essential Commodities Act, under which veggies like 
onion, and potatoes are be removed from the list of essential commodities, still tomato, 
potato and onion are essential items in our vegetable basket and dishes daily. There 
are 14 crore families, and 140 crore consumers in the country.  While India has become 
surplus in most agri-commodities, farmers often fail  to get reasonable prices due to poor 
farm-infrastructures such as cold storage, processing, and export. Farmers get victimized 
when there is bumper production, particularly for perishable commodities. Being daily 
essential commodities, potato petrifies us, onion tears and tomato torments/ tortures 
both farmers and consumers, when its cultivation or price in market fluctuates, affecting 
the common men mostly. Recent news capsules in various print and social media, on 
mysterious virus attacking tomato, in Maharashtra belt, has created curiosity and panic 
in the same state and erstwhile in India. The platform intends to address all such current 
and persistent crises in Indian context. In this way, our agricultural science is shaping 
and touching the common man’s life is, in particular the vegetable farming, the chosen 
theme of this National Web-conference is quite appropriate.

In order to encourage better public-perception and effective student-scientist 
interaction, we invite all the scientific communities across the country for their active 
participation. The TWO days online conference constitutes invited lectures by eminent 
speakers, key speakers, contributed oral/ posters from scientists & students, from forward 
farmers even. Additionally, agri-preneurs and allied agri-stakeholders are invited to share 
a common platform with an opportunity to exchange their ideas, views and solutions to 
the current crises/issues in vegetable farming. Competitive award session in plenary, is 
planned to promote young scientists, entrepreneurs, farmers and children, thus involving 
and indulging all in interactive deliberation, special attraction being the cultural cum 
motivational event in place of cultural evening by little children. 

A Bollywood hit, veVee cegVee jeefn ngB, osMe keÀe efmeHeener ngB (Nanha Munna Raahi Hoon, Desh 
Ka Sipaahee Hoon), that reflects the future role of ‘Youngistan’ in building the Nation, 
inspires us to devote a Special Session for the Young and ‘Little Intellectual Minds’ with 
an aim to inculcate value-added -education orientation. In disguise of the reality show, 
of a cultural evening, that normally decorates a National Conference, the DIIL (Domain 
for Imaginative & Intellectual Littles, New Delhi) will present a cultural cum motivational 
session with little kids, to the delight of all delegates.  We propose to involve actively the 
Delhi, Mumbai and Pune-based schools in this motivational module. 



Technical Sessions 
•	 The	Inaugural	Session
•	 Farmers	First	-	The	Experience	Sharing	Session.
•	 The	Online	Oral	/	e-Poster	Session	(Lead	and	Key	talks	included)

Vegetable	farming	-	production	science
Vegetable	farming	-	protection	science
Vegetable	farming	-	post	harvest	management
Vegetable	farming	-	marketing	strategies
Vegetable	farming	-	socio-economic	sector
Virtual	Tour	to	Few	Vegetable	Farms/Functionaries		across	the	country.

•	 Cultural-cum-motivational	Session:	Children	and	students	interaction	inclusive.
•	 Plenary	&	Concluding	the	Conference:	Emerging	Recommendations.

Our Patron 
Dr.	A	K	Singh
Director,	ICAR	–	IARI,	Pusa	Campus
New	Delhi	-	12

National Advisory Committee

Dr	Ashok	Dhawan,	VC,	VNMKV,	Parbhani,	Maharashtra.
Mr	P	Pravash,	Agri-Journalist,	Smart	AgriPost,	Vasantkunj,	New	Delhi.
Prof	V	V	Ramamurthy,	Entomological	Society	of	India,	IARI,	New	Delhi.
Prof	Ashok	Methil,	MIT	University	of	Peace	(Agribusiness	Management),	Pune,	Maharashtra.
Prof	P	R	Suresh,	Associate	Dean,	CoA,	Nileswar,	Kerala	Agriculture	University,	Kerala.
Mr	Debashis	Mohapatra,	State	Project	Manager,	OLM	–	APPI	Nutrition	Project,	Bhubaneswar,	Odisha.
Prof.	R	D	Gautam,	Former	Professor	of	Entomology,	IARI,	New	Delhi.
Dr	R	Burman,	PS,	Division	of	Agriculture	Extension,	IARI,	New	Delhi.
Dr	Harish	Kumar	Sharma,	IARI	–	ATIC,	New	Delhi.
Dr	Swati	Chadha,	Hindi	Officer,	CSIR	–	NCL,	Pune.
Dr	Swati	Saha,	IARI	RS,	Pune.
Dr	Archana	A,	ICAR	–	DMR,	Bharatpur.
Mrs	Madhumita	P,	DIIL,	New	Delhi.
Mr	Nikhil	Raj,	Ph	D	Scholar,	IARI,	New	Delhi	–	Student	Rep.

Core Committee 

Dr	G	K	Mahapatro
Organizing	Secretary
Head	&	National	Fellow
ICAR	–	IARI	Regional	Station,	 
Pune Maharashtra
gagan_gk@rediffmail.com

Mr	Pravash	Pradhan
Media	Partner	&	Coordinator
Smart	AgriPost,	New	Delhi.
smartagripost@gmail.con



Particulars Regd. Fees
1. Delegates 100	INR
2. Industrial	Delegates 500	INR
3. Research	Scholars	(Ph.D.) Free
4. Students	(UG	and	PG)		 Free
Industrial	delegates	get	opportunity	of	displaying	their	company	profile	in	e-posters,	if	they	are	
interested	they	can	register	in	normal	category	also,	but	without	this	digital	advertisement	offer.
5. Farmers Free
6. Diamond Sponsorship INR	5,000/-	(Min.)
7. Gold	Sponsorship INR	3,000/-	(Min.)
8. Silver	Sponsorship INR	2,000/-	(Min.)

For	sponsorships,	their	logos	will	be	displayed	on	the	brochure	of	Natwebcon-VVF	2020
Contact	emails:	gagan_gk@rediffmail.com,	head_pune@iari.res.in

e-Certificates	(hard	copy	on	demand	by	post)	and	Selected	Abstracts	in	Addendum	Souvenir	will	be	
provided	to	all	participants.

Special Dates of Submission

Online	Last	Date	of	Registration		 	 	 	 	 22	June	2020	(7pm).
Online	Abstract	submission	for	oral/poster	presentation	 22	June	2020	(7pm).

Payments: 
All	kinds	of	payments	must	be	made	online	via,		NEFT	-	to	be	made	in	the	account:	In	favor	of	
G	K	Mahapatro,	Syndicate	Bank,	Pusa	Campus,	New	Delhi.	A/C	No.	90292180025296,	IFSC:	
SYNB0009029

Name		 	 	 	 	 :	...........................................................................	
Address	with	E-mail/Mobile/Phone	 :...........................................................................
		 	 	 	 	 	 .......................................................................................	
Title	of	the	Article	and	authors	 	 :	.....................................	(e-ORAL	/	e-POSTER)
	 	 	 	 	 	 .......................................................................................	
Abstract	to	be	submitted	in	English	(500	words),	e-posters	(matching	online	display	on	PC/Laptop	
screen).	Participants	to	send	e-poster	prior	by	22nd	June,	for	compilation	for	the	Online	telecasting.
(Soft	copy	of	the	abstract	using	MS	word	(Arial	font	12,	titles	in	bold	and	14	font,	word	limit	500,	
must	be	sent	by	22nd	June	-	deadline,	preferably	by	20th	June,	for	early	birds).
NEFT	payment	Details	 	 	 :	------------------------------------------------
Last	date	for	Submission	 	 :	22-06-2020	(12	noon)
Please	send	your	Abstract,	and	Registration	form	to	email:		gagan_gk@rediffmail.com,	or		head_
pune@iari.res.in,	Online	Registration	and	Web	meeting	links,	password,	and	other	details	will	be	sent	
to	participants	in	time,	after	acceptance	of	Abstracts	(e-oral/e-poster).	Best	Oral/e-Poster	awards	for	
youngsters,	as	promotion	is	proposed.

Date                      Signature of participant

Registration Form 


